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TAGS: CASC, LA 

SUB J : REPORTED DETENTION OF AUSTRALIAN AND AMERICAN 
REF: VIENTIANE 8756 (NOTAL) 

AT SOUPHANOUVONG'S RECEPTION IN LUANG PRABANG DECEMBER 4, 
I ASKED SECSTATE TIANETHONE CHANTHARASY WHETHER HE HAD 
SEEN OUR NOTE ON CHARLES DEAN. HE HAD AND HAD FORWARDED 
IT TO THE JOINT CENTRAL COMMISSION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE ACCORDS. I THEN SAW FOREIGN MINISTER PHOUMI 
VONGVICHIT AND SAID THAT I WOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE 
CALLING ON HIM AFTER HIS RETURN TO VIENTIANE TO DISCUSS 
THE SUBJECT OF THE NOTE. I DESCRIBED IT BRIEFLY. HE SAID 
HE HAD HEARD NOTHING OF THIS MATTER BUT WOULD INQUIRE. ON 
SAME OCCASION, I TOLD AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR THAT I WOULD 
RAISE IT WITH PHOUMI. HE SKITTERED AWAY FROM SUGGESTION 
AND INDICATED THAT SO FAR AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY HAD ONLY 
BROUGHT DISAPPEARANCE OF THEIR NATIONAL TO ATTENTION OF 
JCCIA AND NOT TO MFA. 
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